ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. and believing that it is one well worthy of trial by the profession in this country, the following evidence of its value is submitted for their consideration. I shall first briefly relate its physiological effects and its peculiar properties, before detailing the diseases in which it has been found serviceable by myself and others. In another place I have entered into its natural history, composition, and pharmaceutical preparations, which need no recapitulation here.
The plant belongs to the sexual system PoJyandria monogynia, and the natural order Papaveracece. Q vomiting, and purging. In two days, the matter ejected from the stomach, as well as that passed by stool, was mixed with blood. The circulation at first fell, the pulse becoming slow and feeble. It soon rose both in volume and frequency; there was great thirst, the animal constantly lapping water ; the ocular conjunctivas became suffused, the pupils were largely dilated, vision was impaired; the animal made a few efforts to rise, staggered and fell, and became slightly convulsed; coma very soon followed, the breathing became stertorous, and death closed the scene two hours after the administration of the poison. A drachm of the freshly-powdered root proved fatal to a young cat, with the above symptoms, in four hours. Two drachms given to a full-grown cat was fat&l in about the same period; and four drachms given to a dog was fatal within two hours. Postmortem dissection revealed patches of injection, and redness of the mucous membrane of the stomach and bowels, with softening, as this membrane could very readily be peeled off. In its concentrated form it would seem to be extensively irritating to the mucous membrane generally, whether in man or animals.
On Man.?In small doses it excites the stomach, accelerates the circulation, and acts as an agreeable cerebral excitant; it stimulates the secretions, especially those of the entire bronchial mucous membrane, and also, as has been asserted, those of the liver. If more largely given, it produces nausea; and if its action is kept up continuously, or repeated at intervals, it lessens the frequency of the pulse in a manner somewhat analogous to the operation of digitalis. Dr. Eberle mentions in his work on (i Therapeutics," that he had found this effect produced, usually, after continuing it in moderate doses for eight or ten days. In a full dose it occasions vomiting. This is from, ten to twenty grains of the powdered root, and is its most striking effect, accompanied with a sense of heat or sometimes burning sensation in the fauces. An excessive quantity, or Dr. Tully many years ago stated that in asthenic amenorrhoea and chlorosis, it frequently restores tone and proves emmenagogue. Indeed, when taken freely by females, it has in some instances produced menorrhagia, and in others has cured leucorrhoea. The two latter were supposed to be rather accidental effects; but I believe otherwise, and that they confirm the real nature of the influence which the sanguinaria possesses over the uterine system. I feel satisfied that sanguinaria will prove emmenagogue when other substances will fail in that property. Fiant pil.
x.
Five pills to be taken daily. In plethoric persons, sanguinaria alone has been given in doses to produce nausea, and continued till the suppressed catamenia were restored; and if the affection is of that form known as emansio mensium, it is asserted that -the remedy will never fail.
Diseases of the Skin.?Dr. Wood mentions in his "Therapeutics and Pharmacology," that an infusion of the root in vinegar has been used with benefit in obstinate cutaneous eruptions. It will cure scabies, completely destroying the acari in a very short space of time. Dr. Leonard has cured tinea capitis by its internal and external exhibition, giving a child 10 drops of the tincture four times a day, and applying the ung. sang, four times a day, after shaving the child's head, and washing thoroughly with soap and A weak decoction has been used in gonorrhoea; also to nullify the effects of the bites of venomous reptiles; and also in erythema arising from the contact of acrid and poisonous plants.
In regard to cancer, I would refer to the observations made upon the properties of the drug. But I may state that it was tried internally and externally by myself and others in some painful examples of this disease, and we regretted having lost any time in giving it a trial, as we found it to be completely inert. This concludes the evidence in favour of the employment of bloodroot, and the verdict now rests with the profession after an impartial trial. To obtain its good effects the recent plant should be used, for it has been asserted, and I believe with truth, that its virtues are rapidly deteriorated by time.
